PUBLIC HEALTH MERIT BADGE WORKBOOK

This Scoutmaster Bucky Merit Badge Workbook is based off the current Scouts BSA Requirements.

Consider also using the Public Health merit badge class preparation page for clarification and expections when
participating in a Scoutmaster Bucky merit badge opportunity (online or in-person).

https://scoutmasterbucky.com/merit-badges/public-health/

REQUIREMENT 1: Explain what public health is. Explain how Escherichia coli (E. coli), tetanus, AIDS, encephalitis,
salmonellosis, Lyme disease, and coronavirus (COVID-19) are contracted. Then, pick any four of the following diseases and
explain how each one is contracted and possibly prevented: gonorrhea, West Nile virus, botulism, influenza, syphilis,
hepatitis, emphysema, meningitis, herpes, lead poisoning. For all 10 diseases, explain the type or form of the disease
(viral, bacterial, environmental, toxin), any possible vectors for transmission, ways to help prevent exposure or the spread
of infection, and available treatments.

Escherichia coli (E. coli)

Tetanus

AIDS

Encephalitis

Salmonellosis



http://localhost:8080/merit-badges/public-health/?notes=online
http://localhost:8080/merit-badges/public-health/?notes=inPerson
https://scoutmasterbucky.com/merit-badges/public-health/

Lyme disease

Coronavirus (COVID-19)

First additional disease

Second additional disease

Third additional disease

Fourth additional disease

REQUIREMENT 2: Do the following:

REQUIREMENT 2 A: Explain the meaning of immunization.

A

REQUIREMENT 2 B: Name eight diseases against which a young child should be immunized, two diseases against which
everyone should be reimmunized periodically, and one immunization everyone should receive annually.













REQUIREMENT 6 B: Describe health dangers from tobacco use and alcohol and drug abuse.

REQUIREMENT 6 C: Describe the health dangers from abusing illegal and prescription drugs.

|REQUIREMENT 7: With your parent’s and counselor’s approval, do ONE of the following:

REQUIREMENT 7 A: Visit your city, county, or state public health agency.

I:' Completed

REQUIREMENT 7 B: Familiarize yourself with your city, county, or state health agency’s website.

D Completed

After completing either 7a or 7b, do the following:

REQUIREMENT 7 1: Compare the four leading causes of mortality (death) in your community for any of the past five
years with the four leading causes of disease in your community. Explain how the public health agency you visited is

trying to reduce the mortality and morbidity rates of these leading causes of illness and death.







