EXPLORATION MERIT BADGE WORKBOOK

This Scoutmaster Bucky Merit Badge Workbook is based off the current Scouts BSA Requirements.

Consider also using the Exploration merit badge class preparation page for clarification and expections when
participating in a Scoutmaster Bucky merit badge opportunity (online or in-person).

https://scoutmasterbucky.com/merit-badges/exploration/
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REQUIREMENT 4 C: Learn about types of exploration that may take place in a laboratory or scientific research facility
(medicine, biology, chemistry, physics, astronomy, etc.). Explain to your counselor how laboratory research and

exploration are similar to field research and exploration.

A

REQUIREMENT 5: Exploration in Lab and Field. Do ONE of the following, and share what you learn with your
counselor:

REQUIREMENT 5 A: With your parent’s permission and counselor’s approval, visit either in person or via the internet an
exploration sponsoring organization (such as The Explorers Club, National Geographic Society, Smithsonian Institution,
Alpine Club, World Wildlife Fund, or similar organization). Find out what type(s) of exploration the organization supports.

A

REQUIREMENT 5 B: With permission and approval, visit either in person or via the internet a science lab, astronomical
observatory, medical research facility, or similar site. Learn what exploration is done in this facility.

As you work on the Exploration merit badge, remember to always use the buddy system. Whether you are out in the field
or meeting with your merit badge counselor, having a buddy will help ensure everyone’s safety. You and your buddy can

watch out for each other wherever you may be or whatever you may be doing.

REQUIREMENT 6: Expedition Planning. Discuss with your counselor each of the following steps for conducting a
successful exploration activity. Explain the need for each step.










REQUIREMENT 7 A: Make your preparations under the supervision of a trained expedition leader, expedition planner, or
other qualified adult experienced in exploration (such as a school science teacher, museum representative, or qualified
instructor).

A

REQUIREMENT 7 B: Use the steps listed in requirement 6 to guide your preparations. List the items of equipment and
supplies you will need. Discuss with your counselor why you chose each item and how it will be of value on the expedition.
Determine who should go on the expedition.

A

REQUIREMENT 7 C: Conduct a pre-expedition check, covering the steps in requirement 6, and share the results with your
counselor. With your counselor, walk through the Sweet Sixteen of BSA Safety for your expedition. Ensure that all
foreseeable hazards for your expedition are adequately addressed.

Expeditions are widely variable. You do not have to climb Mount Everest or go to a jungle to be an explorer. For this merit
badge, an expedition should be viewed like a field trip or science project. While you cannot just hike some place and call
it an expedition, you can hike to a location and study an aspect that interests you.

The major difference between an expedition and a field science trip is that you (with your counselor’s guidance) have to
plan everything. You have to formulate objectives and plan an agenda. As needed, you will need to do things like confirm
transportation, arrange communication, plan for food and medical supplies, acquire all food and other supplies, construct
safety and possible evacuation procedures, manage any adverse events, and prepare a report after the expedition.

Evaluating the effects of a storm on the local forest or nature preserve, the effects of a drought on a field used by birds
and mammals, changes in butterfly populations due to loss of wildflower habitat, incursions by invasive plant or animal
species, insect diversity, and presence or absence of amphibians or fish are just some of the examples that can be
studied and reported. Your imagination is your only limitation.
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How to prepare for one career, including education and training




